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Sir Robert Cochran. 



M O N G the various E*- 
tra&s from foreign Hifto- 
ries, and the inimitable 
Differtatloft$ publilhed, of 
late Years, upon oar owo, 
with the generous View 
rof patting Mankind on their Guard 
-againft the Snares that may be laid to 
rfubvert their Liberties by defperate or 
ambitions Mintfters ; I do not remember, 
that Scotland has for ntfhed its Share to- 
-wardytbisiniportantiaidj or, that while 
A 2 Swez 




(4) 
foedai, Mufcovyt and Denmark, have 
been call'd upon for Help, we have had 
one Inftance of €he Fate of a Prime 
Minifter, in the Northern Part of this 
Ifland. 

Now, whether we corifider the Nature 
of the Scotch Government, the Temper 
of the People, or their Affinity to us, no 
Hiftory, in moil refpeds, but chiefly in 
this, will be found more worthy of our 
Attention. 

^ ... . V. 

Scotland^ before the Union, was go- 
vern'd by a King and Parliament ; the 
Crown Hereditary ; the Officers of State 
had their feveral Departments, and like 
ours, were najnd by the Sovereign. * 

No People were more remarkable for 
their Loyalty, and dutiful Regards to 
their Prince ; but none frere at the fame 
time more jedlou* of their Liberties, or 
had feverer and more fitequent Struggles 
to maintain them. 

,■■•■• < . , i 

A Prime v Minifter, inconfifteftt wftk 
their Conftitution, often fatal to the So- 
vereign, always noxious to the Subjeft, 
was their utter Averfion $ and their 
Temper, in a Word, as well as th6ir 
Circumftances, in relation to Govern- 

- ment, 



( * ) ^1 

went y : was intirely the fame wi*h 
ours. * - , ■ . . • - m h . 

Nor did the Union of the Crowns 
produce the leaft Alteration in their 
Chara&er, in this refpedt. On the con- 
trary^ fince that Period, we have often 
jreap'd the : Fruits of their feafonable Zeal 
for the Caufp of Liberty. 

The March of the Scotch Army to 
York put the firft Stop to the Encroach- 
ments and Oppreflions of Charles I. and 
their repeated and bloody Attempts to 
relieve that unfortunate Prince (as foon 
as he condefcended to fettle the Prero- 
gative on a reafonable Foot) and to re r 
ftore his Son during the Ufurpation, are 
melancholly Proofs, that they were not 
guided by ia&ious Views, but by a well 
regulated Zeal for the Welfare and In- , 
tereft of both Kingdoms* 

The forward Part they aded in the 
Time of King James II. ancjf the Share 
they tare m the Revolution, are well 
known ; and, .without derogating from 
theMerit of apyj with Truth it may be 
laid, that the: peaceable Execution ot the 
Aft of Settlement (the Foiuitain of our 
prefent happy Eftablifliment) the Accef- 
lion of the Royal Family tfi t£g Crown, 

with*. 



(«) 

Without the Hazard of ft delfcrate and 
bloody War, was intirely owing to the 
difinterefted Zeal, the Refolution and 
Addrefs of a few Woble Families of 
Nbrib-Britaini who, without the Ad- 
vantages of Places, Penfions,'or Court- 
Favour ; nay, poffihly contrary to the 
fecret Wifhes of the Cotirt it felf, ac- 
compli Jhed the Union of the Kingdoms, 
in defpite of the Outrages of a furious, 
prcjudicd Populace, influenced by the 
Artifices of a pdwerftJl and numerous 
Party. 

Such was the Alacrity, and Confi- 
dence of Succefs, infpired by the Prc- 
fpeft of fecuring to Great Britain the 
invaluable Bleflihgi of the' Hanover Suc- 
ceffion, that; a Handful of Men, in pri- 
vate Stations, were enabled to bring 
about an Event, which had formerly 
baffled the utmoft Efforts of the Crown. 
And tho' they daily reap the JFruits of 
their, Labours ; tho' their eminent Ser- 
vices on ' that Occafion are, doubtlefs, 
duly rewarded ; yet forely their greateft 
Enemies wbxild not, at this Time. envV 
thofe noble Wrfohi' that Tribute of Gm- 
tidude and Pfalfc, which is to ju% dub 
tb'thent frbm the Prtblick. 



■mt 



•:i.\./ 



(7) 

But as we are thereby become Que 
People, as our Fate mufi be the fame; 
and as their Inflqenc« oft our Meafures 
cannot henceforth be InconjWerabte jjt 
will not, j[ hope* J* <fcfgmreeaj*l« (l am 
fure it will not be ui)pr<?&abk) t© **ke 
a View of the Cpaduft ©i their AMSr 
ftoirs, in Times of DHfatttafosj and Dag- 
ger. We (hall thereby be. enabled* witli 
more Accuracy, to jftdge wbat $s t» be 
expected from them, if by means .of ft 
Corrupt, Ambitious, an Ignorant, or a 
Deiperatt Min*ftejr» we ih.ouid ever have 
the MMfortH^ of bejig pteng d in*? tbe 
like <kp4ar4k)le Q«iWi^»aees, 

TfefewiU af$ea* ftpm.tib* following 
$age&j tfhg&to. I propo^ «* &m *ft Afi- 
tffufttof t&4 ti& aftd.Cha*a£tr «f* 
Perjtawbo, without, ths Advantages qf 
Merit, Blood, or Fortune, {tumbled in* 
tp Bowe*, and by *HMSiitlated Crimes 
•»4 Q«ntiPpjtl«n5» fopfKwtod fcmftlf i» 
tta Ppflfcftefl, of it* . wfcflfibWiftfc oi 
B4ucft*wn, and % Gejtfus. feted tft tfce 
fcigb &Jttka»A be ttC«fpwt> ^rwftbt; h* 
Co«|tf?y into Confijfiofl. *t: H§m& 0tf& 
Q»t$*pfc Abroad* . a»4 fa prc&iwW 
tibft Bg>{tJ A&th<Mi$y> that, in. the Bn4 
the King whom he ferved, at the Head 
of a powerful Army, was not able to 

prote£ 



proi£& him &om a ihamefiil and ign<> 
minious Death. 

Relations of this Sort are profitable 
to; Men who afpire to high Stations, 
amufing to thofe who content themfelves 
with the Enjoyments of a private Life; 
and give Offence to none but fuch as-, 
through a Similitude of Chara&er and 
Circumftances , feel themfelves hurt* 
and, by their Cenfur©^ acknowledge 
they are guilty. 

Sir Robert Cochran (for by the Collar 
he wore it appears he was a Knight) 
lived about the Time that the Ambition 
of Queen Margaret ', and the Blunders 
of her detefted Minifters, Suffolk and 
Northumberland, accompliflied the Ru- 
in of Henry VI. and forced him with his 
Family, to take Refuge in Scotland. ' : 

Hiftory is filent as to his Birth, and- it 
is from Hints only, that any thing is to 
be learnt concerning his Education. Some 
Writers tell us, he was bred a Mafon, {a) 
and others, with greater Appearance of 
Truth, give him the genteeler Title of 
an Architect (b) ; but this Miftake may 
he owing to a more than ordinary Paffion j 

(«) Ltndfay. /. 77. (*) ExArdutefte Anlicu? J 

feftus. Buchan. *. 231. 

- for 



(9) 

for building, or to fomething fingulai- In 
the Edifice he ere&ed for himfelf ; for, 
till he enriched himfelf by the Spoils 
rf the People, > 'tis notorious that he 
had fcarce a Hole to put his Head 
hi. (c) By the fame Rule it may be faid 5 
that he was originally a HOntfman, lince 
his retaining, to the laft, an Attachment 
to that Diverfion, unbecoming his Sta- 
tion, and often inconfiftent with the 
Load of weighty Concerns he had upon 
his Hands, and wherein he could fuffer 
no Partner of his Labours, gave Occasion 
to the Saying of Sir Robert ^Douglas, 
-apon pulling his Horn from him on the 
Day he was executed, cc Thou haft been 
' the Hunter .tf Mifcbief too long, (d) 



^ 
■j 
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From his Ignorance, however, the 
Blunders he committed in the Execution 
of his high Truft (e) the mean Inftru- 
roents he made Choice of for bis Aflif- 
lamts, and .for his Parties of Pleafure 9 (/) 
and from many other Gircumftances, 
it is evident that his Education was nar- 
row, and (luted fo ill the Grandeur he 
afterwards affe&ed, that, under Heaps 
of Finery, qf which he was rtdiculoufly 

( O Lind. f. 79» (J) Lind. p. 78. (e ) Buch. 

t' 2S 1 - (/) 8 coftiemptiffimo gencte homi- 

» fond, 



( .o J 

fchd, the Clown was conftautty to* &3 
«Kfcerned: * c His riding Jfparel } -w4m 

* of black Velvet j. ibt Horn he • wore* 
as a Badge, doubtlefs, of an Office be* 
longing to the Chafe, or his being RaBf 
cer of a Royal Park or Foreft, &wt 

* adorned with jewels • and free tout 
** Stone t y and tiffed with fine Goldjtt 
« both Ends (g) * bis Collar {which by 
" tbti EarltfAnpKs refroactydWsrdt 

* was the Enfign of a Noble Order) ty 
" its Valves muft have weighed^ at leaf! 

* three Tmnd* (b). How he difpofat 
of the other curious Boms, mention'd by 
'Lrndfaft as Part of his Ornaments, or 
Marks of Diftftftiotf, is not fo clear; 
hut in this all Authors agree* that hft 
affefted Magnificence, (*') in which there 
wa v s always too much, and much want- 
ing, ferved only to fet forth his awfeaatf 
Tafte, and the mean things hfei had bees 
^ccuftdm'd to in his Youth* Nor. dorf 
Nature, to make ainen4s.fbr.thefe.De* 
fefts; and in feme Meaifure .to entitle 
him to the Honours wherewith Fortune 
feem'd diverted to overload him,. beftow 
upon him extraordinary Talents in their 
room. His^ Superiority, confifted in it 

(g) Lind. /'. 78. ! ■'■( £•)' Torqne Aateo'Mtg. Vend, 
tnch.f. 234. A -Rope wwu'd become you better, !//•/. 
f.78. {>) See his field Equipage, Lind. *W»and^. 

-. : .1 match* 



fcstehleft ^Impudence. He was abaft; 
{tan'd enough to undertake, and ha4 
Boldntfft to execute the mod defperato 
tad villainous Thiags,provided they con- 
tributed to the Advancement of his For- 
tune, or to ftrengthen his Intereft ; and 
f ' thefe were the Qualifications . that , long 
fopported. hinv t.in the. high Station- he. 

Jttain'd, after he was accidentally taken 
otic© of, and/ brought to Court by, 
fames IVL oiSottJand. (k) t . 
t ■ • ■ ' ' ' ■ , ... • < 

- The Chartists,' however fbon difco* 
" #er'd in bim the Symptoms of a growing 

Favourite; foe. by the labours of the 
Body hefopply'd the.Defe&s/of.thoMind. 
He bore with Patience the, gproifeft In* 
dignities, and, with Afliduity^ executed 
' the meaneft Offices, (t) fo that r be <ratckr 

ay became impoctant, and tea* judged 
-worthy of the Alliance of a Perfon of 
Quality, at that Time,, in great Favour 
«at Court. But as the Name of that 
fctoble Lord is never once mentioned in 
•Hiftory, after Sir Rtbert got into the full 
$krffeipon of Power, it is to-be prefumed 
that he fupplanted him, (tntym treated 
Jum (as he did others) with, fo much Ar- 

-■ <*:)JBud». /. a$i. . Whofe chief Commendation wu 
feting impadently wicked and villainous, Burnt f. 22*. 
<t*aA>73 aad 74. ,• (/)J«cb. /. 231.. ( *») Bach, ibid.' 

••••'■• B a. rogance 



( «o 

rogance and Contempt, that he fotaH 
himfelf under a Neceflity of - refigning 
his Employments, and retiring to the 
Country. Let this be as it will, the Lu- 
ftrc of fo confiderable an Alliance was 
the firft Step to his approaching Gran- 
deur, to which many other Circuroftart* 
ees concurred to pave the Way. 

His Matter s Paffions were ftrong and 
undifguifed, he could not brook .Contra- 
didion ; and prefuming to offer Advice, 
that claih'd with his Humours or Nati- 
ons, was an infallible Caufe of Averfiprj 
and Difgrace (ti). Thus it became no 
eafy Task to reconcile his Intereft and 
Inclinations, and it required a mafterly 
Head, and a delicate 1 urn to ferve him 
faithfully, without forfeiting his Con- 
fidence and Eavour (o). But to Sir Ro- 
bert thefe were trifling Difficulties. He 
was not troubled with the foolifljQpalms 
thatftartlefcrupulousStatefmcnjWealth 
and Dominion were the Points he ftefer'd 
to, no matter what were the Confequen- 
ces of the Methods he employ d to 
* attain them (p). 

( n) Ingenio acri 8c prsefenrMo, Bach. 229. Effraehato* 
Impetus, Bach. 237. Procerum incenfendo refugcrit liber* 
' tatem, talcs circa it hibebat, qui Don corrigerent fed appro* 
(parent fua decreta, Bach. 23 1 . ( ) Hame p. zzu 

\p) Whether they were juft *r opjuft, all was alia* to 
fcim, (Jid. 75. 

Another 
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Another thing, that contributed not 
a little to his Rife, and freed him from 
the Hazard of many Rivals, - was the 
Fate of thofe who had fignaliz'd them* 
felves by , adhering to the King in his 
younger Days. The Difgrace of fonie, 
the Neglefl: of others, and the (lender 
Rewards that any of them met with, 
deterred all Perfons of Merit and For- 
tune from afpiring to the Place they 
had polfeffed in his Favour. 



cc 
cc 



Many j on that Occafion* confidering 
the Inconflancy of Fortune, but the 
lC greater Number refleUing on the 
cc Kings fmall Regard to fiaft Services* 
cC that he repented foon of the Favours 
cc be beftowa, whilft he mas tenacious 
<c ofWratb* and irreconcilable in the 
<c Averfions* which,, on very flight 
" Grounds > he was apt to conceive. \q) 

But the Fall of the Earl of Jrran 
wrought the ftrongeft Effect in this way. 
// not only aftonifhed bis Friends* but 
amazed even bis Enemies. The ^Bright- 
nefs of his Tarts* his Magnificence* 
* c Qenfrofity* and other eminent Vif* 



4C 
CC 
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(f ) Bach./. 229* 



tues> 



C*4) 

<c tu&, mere a&ove the Reach tf Etwy 
* dudtyetraUlin. (r> :: ',' '; 

» » 

- HehadfervMtfr^^^ 
with Fidelity and Zeal, ancj'the gfeateft 
Honours of his C&tfn^ry had, in Return^ 
been cpnferrd upon him. He acquitted 
Jiunfelf of his JSrobaflfy with Honour an<? 
Appjaqfe ; • but, during that Embafly, 
his Enemies fl?und Means to fttpplant 
him, (/) and the v){e Abqfes, the low 
Calumnies, the fyifcefui 'Malice where- 
with the Coi^rt ceafed not to purfue 
hjni (even to fpirititig from him a Wife 
ot infinite.' Worth, who ador d him /*) 
afford mQlanchoJy Ideas of the Tim^ 
he lived in* * 

Sir Rafrert> however, and he indeed 
almoft only, found his Account in them $ 
$nd what by means of the Rupture in 
the Royal Family (u) (the Source of all 
the King's Misfortunes, $s it occafioned 
the firft Breach ^mong his y riehds) which 
by trqmping up a, fboliih Prpphecy, (#) 

_ {,*) LaudaU fufffa medunf, eti^in ab iiividi* Sc piintis 
aequto, ejus virtvtf k fplcndore, opibH^u* ad cjuamvis inag- 
«incentium fuppeteirttbui, Buoh, p. 227. (/) Ibi 

Irfpdf tpiraif 91*419, ^ aipicis garonp profg»ci«it^>u&, Itil* 
Buch. /&/. ( / ) Jnfignem erga' machum amorem. 

Bach. /. 228. ( u ) Lind. p. 73. and 74. ( x ) Ea- 

ue didio cum maleficarum mulferttgi refponfis confentiret, 

■«icb./. 231. Lind. 75. 

he, 



be, atiengt^, accooTpHihejd, by his no- 
torious Corruptions, and by an outwar*) 
Shew of abje& $ubmifton to bis Mafter, 
whilft, behind his Ba?k, hk Behaviour 
toward j?o* was raoft ungrateful and in+ 
decent, (y) He gaia'd fuel* an Afcen}- 
dant over the King, that not only no 
Reports to his Prejudice were hearken'd 
tp, bat' aU his Reprefentations of Men 
*ad Thiqgs, however, falfe, found ear 
tire Credit* (z) 

Tbefe were fuited to his own Furpo^ 
fes, which feldpm were confident witfe 
the K-ing'pj aad never with his Country V 
Xntereft* He treated as Enemies to both, 
and, unfortunately for himfelf, the King 
tded as if they had really .been fo, who* 
foever differ d with him in Opinion, 
or prefum'd to oppofe his pernicious 
Schemes. *•{&) ■• . ■ . .• .' 

Thus were Numbers drove from Cour% 
who's Abilities, Birth, and Fortune^, 
entitled them to a Share in the Governr 
gient, but dildain'd to' purehafe it by 
mean SubmiSions, or at the .Expense, eif 
concurring in Meafures definitive to their 
King aad Country. (£) , \ ._, 

. f j ) This fclfe Flatterer.. Lind. 74. He. cared pot the 
fctog'j Hortour, I/JEf. 75. Hutkt in. (±)tl>id. 

( a ) Quicunqne habet-**-*potenrlam ad aodacise, rd}fce*« 
dum, hunc pro hofte numerat, Bach. 253. Lind. 7;. 
(*) ?Mr the Lord**Vmonftrance to the King, Liitd. 76. ' 

Thus 



Thus was the Way paved fo? $&• Rt** 
beris prefent Grandeur $ but he was notf 
aware that, by thefe violent Proceed- 4 
ings, he laid the Foundation of inevita- 
ble Ruin, which /overtook him in the 
Height of his imaginary Glory* » 

But having fatiated his Ambition, by 
worming put of Court, even to Kinfraen 
and Benefa&ors, all who had Power or 
Parts to controul him, it was now high 
Time to think 4 of indulging another, 
favourite Pafljon ; and, while his Head 
was crowded with Funds and Proje&s t<* 
increafe his Matter's Hoards, he neglec- 
ted not the neceffary Means of raifing to 
himfelf, from nothing, an exorbitant 
Eftate(r). 

Among thefe, the Sale of all Employ- 
ments, Ecclefiaftical and Civil, (for even 
Bifhopricks were fold, aut turpiurn 
voluptatum Miniftris in premium cede- 
bant) made no fmall Figure (d) y both 
on account of the Profits that, thereby* 
accru d, and of the fatal Effefts it pro 1 - 
ducedj in propagating his Corruptions, 

{e) Lttcri eftcntata'magnitudo,-*— — «o.facilcpcrduxk f 
nt Regi fuaderent, ice. Buch. p. zzj. and 229. 

(d) Rebus omnibus cam. facris qqam proptanis in aufa 
velttt ad publicam awidixutionem projjofitis. Ibii /• 23 f- 
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•fa difeouragin& Virtue, Learning, and 
Merit, and in laying Men in Office un- 
der a fort of Neceffity of opprefling the 
Subpa, and nobbing the Crown. This 
was puflied to fo fcandalous a Height, 
during Sir Robert's Adminiftration, that 
it prdv'd a Souree of infinite Difcontent 
and Clamour agajnft the Court. 

The Patent he obtain' d for coining of 
Copper, or Halfpence, (<?) made no left 
Noife, and brought him in immenfe 
Sums. By Degrees, it would, as he had 
laid his Plat, have drain d all the Spe- 
cie, and would have; utterly ruin'd the 
Trade of the Country it was granted 
for*, rfnd notwithstanding all the Oppo- 
fition it met with, it did incredible Mif- 
chief. CO 

t 

It is a Miftake to imagine, that Wood 
had any Concern in this PfojecV; for 
tho' there is Reafbn to believe, that he 
oofttinUed in the King's Servioe during 
Sir Roheris Miniftry, yet Sir Andrew 
Jffad had a Soul above any thing fo foul 
and infamous, as this Impofition of the 

(<•) The King gave him Leave to ftrike Money, call'd, 
titetrin's Farthings. Lind./. 75; Monetae aeneae. Bneh. 

(/) nine orta omnium rerom carton- fed ne omnt- 
ao commertia ceilkrent, unum inventum eft remediom. 
Bttch. ibii* 

C Half- 
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Halfpence appears to have been ; (g$ 
and tho' all the Hiftorians treat fully of 
this Matter, I find no other Perfon of 
that Name made Mention of by aay of 
them* 

r It is not my Irttentiofi to enter into a 
minute Detail of the Minifter's Rapines* 
It would be endlefc. And, were I to 
relate all the Particulars reported, it 
might feem incredible, that one, who 
fcrupled not to avow his Transitions 
and Jobbs of this fort in the publickeft 
Manner, fhould be fo long bore with in 
a: free Country, I chufe, therefore, to 
clofe this Branch of his Chara&er with 
l Lindfaf$ Account of him, which is ex- 
tremely to the Purpofe ; and I flatter my 
felf, that the evident Marks it bears of 
plain and unaffe&ed Sincerity, will in- 
duce the candid Reader to pardon his 
uncourtly Style, and the unfeftiionable 
Bxpreflions he makes ufe o£ But I ought 
firft to premife, that tho' the Minifter 
was undoubtedly jpoflefs'd of the Profits 
of the EarWom of M ar> either by Grant; 
or under colour of coUe^kg them for 
the King; yet it is the general Opinion, * 
that he had no Patent for the Title ; and 
mod Hiftorians, like our Author, treat 



fc) Lind./. 9}. and ^. Bach, /, **<* 
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fiim Whh fo much Contempt^ that they 
feldom beftow upon him a Designation 
more refpe&ful, than barely that of his 
Surname, (b) 

" At this time, Cochran grew fo fa- 
" miliar with His Grace, that nothing 
" was done at Court without him j ana 
iC all Men that would have their Sufi-' 
" nefs drefid with the King's Grace,' 
<c came to Cochran, and made hint 
" Forefpeaker for them, and save him 
" large Sums of Money to arefs their 
<c Sufinefs. Therethrough be became 
<c fo rich andfuifant, and offuch Sub-' 
w fiance, that no Man might firive with 
** him. Sut he knowing the King's 
<c Nature, that be was covetous upon 
" Money, and loved them better that 
xc gave him Money, than thofe that took 
* e from him, he gave the King large 
a Sums of Money, wherethrough he 
* c obtain d the Earldom of Maxjrm the 
" King, and ever clamb higher and 
•" higher in Court, till be baa no Tier 
** nor Comparifen of no Lord of Scotland, 
" Spiritual or Temporal, in the King's 
? Favour, Whatever was done in Court 

{h) Negant Scr\ptore* Cochran. Marrias Cotnitem erea- 
tura, fed tantam frinftm colligendi curam illi commiflam. 
Jliwot. in Buch. /. 234. Regendum comraifcrat. ibid. 
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'? or Cwcjl with the K*ng> nothing 
" ©nm <&«e? w concluded but by him 2 
<«?r «<? #*« *for^ y^, ( /£#/ foj J>r *- 
cee dings were wicked or evil, ,or w 
<f profitable for the Commonweal, but 
<c 'hi would have his Indignation, and 
<c caufe punijh him for the fame: For 
*' this Cochran had fucb Authority of 
* c Court, and fuch Credence ef the King, 
«* that no Man got Credence or Audience 
«' qf the King, but by his Moye#* So 
* c all that would efteem him, or flatter 
* ? him, or bribe him, their Matters 
* c were drefsd according to. their own 
* e Tlea/ure, whether it werejufi or un- 
■* juft, or againft the Commonweal, all 
*' was a}ikfi to him j for he card not 
< c the Wetfare <f the Realm* nor the 
<e Honour of the King, fo that he might 
? have his own fmgular 'Profit, and 
ee Efiimation at Court. $o he abufed 
* c this Noble Trince a that none was re- 
V ceivedin Court, nor no kind of Offices 
*' beftowd* but on thofe that woyld obey 
" him, and be of hfs FaUhn. So by 
** this me am. the prudent Lords Cauncii 
'* wasrofusdy and their Sons were ah- 
<c fent from the King's Service 5 for.no 
" Man durft come to ferve the King, 
** but he that was a Flatterer of Coch- 
*' ran, and thought^ all things well done 
* e that he counfelfd the King to do. Sy 

-*' this 



* c tiffs Way\ ito Kteg tofi fbe "Hearts, of \ 

a many <f bis bbjl SubpUs, who fain 

* would bam fervd the Kings Majtfiy, 

< c but they could get m^Place for this 

*?• Cochran and bis Company j and no 

*♦* Cafitalty could fall to the King, but it 

iC was difpofed of by the Advice (fthis 

" Cochran, and not by the Council of 

" the Lords and Barons. 

In thefe Words do&Ljndfay fet forth 
the Character of this AU-Grafping, 1 
Power-Ingrofling Minifter ; fo lingular in 
its kind, that I queftipn, if from any 
Hiftory yet extant, a Parallel can be 
produced. The Stijffblks, the Bucking- 
hams, and moil of the. unfortunate Prime 
Minifters, whofe Actions have been re* 
corded j as they were of Noble Blood* 
fo all of them had fomething Great in 
their Characters, which, in fbe mjdft of 
their Vices, commanded Refpec>. They 
valu'd themfelves upon patronizing Me* 
rit, in feme Shape ; and ftudied to raife 
the Luftre and the Magnificence, and to 
improve the Politenefs of the Courts - 
they fhin'd in. But to our Herqe this 
peculiar Traife is due, Vbat beframd 
to a Conformity with his own Ta/te, a 
polite Court, and reduced it to the Le- 
vel of bis own clownish Deportment, 
His Jokes always noify, often obfcene, 

became 



Income Ktbe Standard of fafhionalte Wit $ 
t?W fucb was the Influence of bis rio- 
tous Bebaviour* tbat tbe Forms and 
^Decencies y ejfentiai to tbe Dignity af a 
Royal <Palace y were banijked, or ridfa 
tuled as ftsjf and antiquated Foppe- 
ries., (i) 

But this was not all, nor the worfL 
Enforced by his Example, anc^nouriftied 
by his Practices, fiich a Torrent ^Cor- 
ruption diffus'd itfelf thro* the whole 
Kingdom, (k) as endangered the imme- 
diate Subverfion of the Conftitution. 
Nor was it confined to the meaner Sort, 
The Sentiments and Morals of Perfons 
of the firft Rank were debauch'dj and 
what was in former Days, if ever pra- 
*5tis*d by Men of Figure, wrapt up in 
the Bowels of Secrecy and Darknefc, 
came, now, to be openly tranfa&ed, as 
well in regard to felling of Places 
in their Difpofal, {/) as in making Mer- 
chandife of thcmfelves and their Servi- 
ces to the Miniften 

.(l) They were not worthy to have been with a King— — 
To rule a Court, or give Counfel to* a Great Prince ; but 
were fitter for Ploughmen, Shepherds* and Cow Keepers. 
Fidi Lord Chanc. Speech. Ltnd. p. 87. 

" (k) Tempora etiam corrapta. Buch. p. 2 39. 

{/) Aulica fa&io ■ ■■ 1 A Rege impetrata alii* divende- 
bam. Jttcb. 229. 

For 



( ■») 

' For tho' he was detefted by tfte Bbcfy 
of the People ,- (m) tho' the Party whicb 
the pttblick Dangers, the Prefervation 
of the King, and the Caufe of Liberty, 
had united in a determined Oppofitton 
to his Meafures, confided of all the Great 
Men, remarkable for Parts or Virtue ; (ti) 
yet he had fome confidterable in Titles; 
as well as Fortunes, who long adher'd to 
him, and blufh'd not to juftify his Con* 
<ki& at the Expence of their Judgment 
or Characters. Of this Number was the 
Lord Chamberlain ; (o) a Man fo little 
hamper d by that unprofitable Compani- 
on calfd Principle, that he feems not to 
have understood the Meaning of the 
Word. He was Abjefl, Haughty, Falfe > 
Selfifli, Illiterate, and Conceited $ and 
his whole Merit confifted in an unwea- 
ried Affiduhy in Attendance, and a Loo* 
bily Sort of Craft. (/>) 

He is faid to have been the firft Man 
of any Note who bribed the Minifter; 
and this is not a bare Sufpicion founded 
upon Want of Merit, but it is particu- 
larly recorded, " 1 % btit by large Sums 

(m) Tantum univerforum fiudio in eorum cxitium. 
Bach, ft, 234. 

(n) Thefe Proceedings mov'd the Lord*, fefr. to fall 
from the King, and fet their Iatenr to find a Remedy. 
land. 



And. p. 76. 

{$ Lind. p. 71, 73, 74, $6, and 90. 
ip) Believed with iuch crafty Means to 



ip) Believed with inch crafty Means to ufe the fame— 
Uodt 7 J* Yicio temporal ab Utcrb incuho, Buch. 

"he 
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u he purchased Sir Robert^ Support iri 
* c the Polfeflion of a Province (asJBufba* 
k nan ufually ftiles it) of 4 wfrich he had 
<f the Government in the latp Jfcing's 
tc Time. (?) 

In Return, by the Accefs his Place at 
CouTf gave him, and his grofe Flatte^ 
ties, (rj he contributed not a little to 
deceive the King, and fortify the Mini* 
fter in his Favour, (x) partly by confirm* 
ing his falfe Suggestions, and fometimes 
insinuating by way of Threat, That His 
Majefty would be irrerriivabiy wtdutct 
the Moment be put the Management tf his 
Affairs m other .Hands : Yet no. fooner 
did this zealous Friend perceivfe the Tide 
run too ftrong, and the Miirifter in real 
Danger, but He turn'd Tail, and was one 
of the firlt in propofing the ignominious 
Part of his Execution. (*). 

But the Contagion of the Miniftcr'* 
Corruptions raged no where with greater 
Violence than among the Clergy ; and 
the arrantefi . Tools, t|?e thorougheft 
Flatterers his Power procur'd him, were 

(f) Gave Cochran great. Gift* of Gold and. Silver. Ibid* 
(r) He datterM the King and Courtiers. Lind. 74. 
(s) The Fortifier of Cmbren in that Caufo, Ibid: 
\t) Lind. 77. . .. 

fthe 
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the Biihops ; (u) infomuch, that we read, 
but of one or thofe Holy Fathers, who, 
during his Adminiftration, had the Vir- 
tue to a& a Part becoming the Dignity 
of his Order, and the Courage to make 
a Stand in Defence of the Liberties of 
his Country, (x) The Hopes of Tran- 
flations, the Luft of richer Benefices, 
and the late Regulations, with regard 
to the proper Methods of being recom- 
mended to them, is aflign'd by "Bucha- 
nan as the Source of thi* Evil, (y) cc For 
tho Luxury and Avarice ( fays that 
learned Author) had long been predo- 
minant in the Members of the Church ; 
yety while Virtue was encouragd, and 
u Learning rewarded^ they retain d the 
<c Appearances^ at haft* qf their Tri- 
" miifoe CbaraUer" But no fooner 
was this new Road to Preferment chalk'd 
out, when Flattery and implicit Submif- 
fion came to be the only necelTary Qua- 
lifications requir d, all was refolv'd 
into the Arbitrary Will of One, and 
they foon became a mere dead Weighty 
without Liberty ', or Choice $ united in- 

(if) Inter hos Attic mores Ordo Ecclefiaftiou nlhilo faa- 
AJQs igebat. Buch. p. 229« 

(x) Unus yelut fufflaminabac. ZW— Epucopi reliqoi. 239. 

if) Poteftatem defignandiajuoa v«llet— ^-Inde enim noa 
dctuturum, unde & contumacea repriiacret, k dubios reti- 
neret, k bene meritis gratiana -^tm Adulatoribus 

cedebanu Baph. f. 429. k *3 * • 
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deed, but not to feek or fer#e r or defend? 
Truth, or Juftke, or Right, but to prp- 
mote the ^Defigns qf thofe who fervd 
them, and favoured their Jttentbts of 
eftablijhing a Spiritual Tyranny. \z) 

A flagrant Inftance of this (I mean 
the Minifter 1 s playing to the * Bifhops* 
Hands, as they conftantly did to his) was 
the cruel and inhuman Ufa&ge which that 
venerable and worthy Churchman, 'Peter 
Graham, met with. And tho , in Times 
like the prefent (when Meeknefs, Cha- 
rity, Self-denial, and Brotherly Lovq, 
are the diftkiguiftiiog Qualities of the 
Pillars of our Church) it will hardly be 
credited, that fo violent a Spirit could 
ltefiirtfdup againft an innocent, inqjfen- 
five) benevolent Man ; againft whom n& 
Vices, no Immoralities, no Infidelity^ 
could with any Jufticebe objeUed. (a)* 
,Yet, as the Story is well dttefted, andt 
is thought worthy of being fet forth in 
all its Circumflanees, by a very concife 
and judicious Hiftoriari, I hope a fum- 
"mary Account of it wiH not be difagree- 
able to the curious Reader ; efpecially' 
as it fiirnifhes a convincing Proof of the 
Truth of an old Saying^ That you may 

(&) ComiBUO nova rferum facies. Ibid, 
{a) Vir millttw fetfferk compcttus, doftrina 8c virtufe 
Ttemini fui temporis i&fcrioii &a«h« /. .23 1 , 

''■■' as 
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__ weft. oppsfeStbe Rage- of tbe Sea in a 
Tempeft, as the Fury of a Ttiefi mtoxh 
tdted with Tower, 

' This worthy Prelate was nam'd b^ 
the Pope to the See of St. Andrews i 
but, to his Misfortune, without previous 
"Application to the Minifter and the Knot 

#1 Piiefts in Conabinatipn with himr. 

> 

: Unwilling to countenance, and unaMfc 
to reform the Cbndud: of his Brethren, 
he had fome time before retir'd to Kofne 9 
Where, his Piety, his Wifdom, and Chri- 
ftian Deportment, eafily procured him, 
iqfides his Bi&oprick, a Comtniifion as 
Legate, \. 

s However agreeable it was to tlie Bddy 
<of the Clesgy* that a Charge of fuch 
Importance was intruded in the Hands 
of fo good and fo learn'd a Man, (4) 
his Power and his Charader alarm a 
equally, the governing Prelates, and 
thofe whofe fole Pretentions to Church 
Preferments confifted in a flavifh Sub- 
miffionto thfem; (c) and no fooner was 
his Nomination heard of, but a ebtefta- 

( b ) A miooribu* quidcm faccrdotibus fati* aequo, a aim* 
eft auditus : gaudebant eaim nanus tarn ncccfiarium vifo 
bono & erudito commiflum. Buch. 23c. 
• ±c) Frcmcbat.ca fa&io— — — Ibid. 

P; ble 
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ble Confpiracy was forin'd to difappoint 
and deftroy him. (d) 

Heaven and Earth were moved for 
that Purpofe, and no Means, however 
wicked and unfair, were left unpra&ifedf 
fo that their Clamour, (e) and the Ap- 
jrehenfions of the Minifter, who's tot- 
tering Condition made him dread the 
Effects of their Refentment, foon pro- 
cur d a Refolution at Court tcr fufpend 
him from the Exercife of his Fun&ions* 
till the King was duly informed of the 
.Truth of the Fa&s laid to his Charge. (/) 

The firft Obje&ion, againft his Ad- 
miflion was, — That he was an Enemy 
to the Constitution, (g) cc Sis Commif- 
? /ion containing a Tower to reform, (b) 

The Second, That he was a He- 

retick ; " having [aid Mafs thrice in 
" one T)ay; whereas no Stjhop in the 

Kingdom performed that Office above 

once in three Months. (/) 
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(d) Hi omnes, conjuratione fa&a. IHd. 

(e) Maledi&is Patricium onerant, & in Regiam colle&i 
^ueruntur. Ibid. 

(/) Ne ullam fni muneris partem attingeret, donee Rex, 

de queremoniisadverfus earn ad fe d eh lis, cognofcerct. 
Ibid. 

(g) Vetufta majorumjura violari. Ibid. 

(b) Diploma__-ad Ecdefiaft. ordmandum. Ibid. 

(i) Quod uno die tcr miflaret, dum vix repericbatur 
EpHcopus, qui tetnis menfibus femel id raunus obiret. lb. 

Another 
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Another Set of Arguments wereurgM 
againft him, from the manner in which 
he was recommended, (k). And the 
laft and moft powerful was,— -That 
the Adminiftration muft unavoidably be 
overfet, and his Majefty expos'd* to im- 
minent Danger; if a Perfon of his Prin- 
ciples,- fo obnoxious to the Clergy, was 
promoted. (I) 

No Fort of Proof wis at firft offered in 
Support of thefe weighty Charges ; but 
after they were fufficiently fpread, and 
every honeft Man was aftonirad at the 
Method of Afperfion, the Authors of 
thefe Infamies pretended, that publick 
Fame was a good Foundation for Sufpi- 
cion, and that the Party, fo fufpeded, 
muft be prefum'd guilty, unlefs he clear'd 
himfeif to the World, (m) But this he 
had a Soul too great to ftoop to ; he 
difdain'd fuch mean and idle Endea- 
vours, 

In the mean while, the Fa&ion, that 
oppos'd him, bethought themfelves of 

( k ) Recentia Regum edi&a violari, ac multa univerfo 
regno damnofa per Romanenfcs adagitari. Ibid. 

( /) Regem brcyi in ordinem rcdaftura li u * ■ Ibii. 

{*) lbi4 K 
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an infallible Expedient to facilitate the 
W^rk, an Argaraent of ^tester Wei&ht 
than any they, had hitherto nude, tile of* 
A large Sum of Money was coikded, and 
prefented at Court by the BHhbps, (») 
* Xbat tit*) might not fttm ungrateful 
" to ft kind an AdtmniftrAtian? Upon 
the Credit of this, a new; Scene was 
0pen'4« 

The Objejftionsagainft this irreproach- 
able Man, /Vtete at firft pretended to be 
founded only upon his general Charader; 
but his Ltfc and Anions were afterwards 
fcann'd and commented upon, (*} -his 
familiar Converfatioas, from his Youth 
upwards,; were lifted into; and, in the 
•end, a Couple of infamous, fpitefol Cler- 
gymen (theonq a profeft Forturte-Teller 5 
the othet a pitiful Schooltoafter) (p) 
wfere fphrited upas A&orsaxtd Informer* 
againft hhn. Among other grdundlefsGa* 
Inmnies they fuggefted, that he was mad, 
an Epithet tUen given by the Courtiers 
to every thing that look* d like Virtue 
4t pubiick Spirit V biit tho 1 the whole 

( n ) Epifcopi reliqtti '-/&</. 23*. 
. (V) De vita & lAorjbtfs auquirerent. Buch. . 

{p) Seveffiae igitor ingenfi acrimoma, &fcientiae aflrolo- 
fpsa ja&atione, & aulica gratia florens— — commutjicat^ 
confiHo cam Johanne Locco fcholarum publicarum restore, 
machinas omncs ad cum Tub ver tend am adroovent. Mid. 
Homines ex inferiorc ordinc < ■ 1 contemfit. Ibid. 

Charge 



Charge amounted to no mora than aNin^ 
ber of Triflings Ridiculous, and Incre- 
dible Tales i yet fuch was the Invetera- 
cy and prevailing Influence of his Qppo- 
fers ? that an Inquifition. (it cannot b& 
«all 4 a Tryal) was held upon the Inte- 
grity of his Life and Chara&erj and 
Schyoes his Accufer, and mortal Enemy, 
{appointed Judge for that Purpofe. There 
flays our Author) by the iniquitMs Sen- 
tence of a partial Judge, fnpported H 
the Tefiimmy df fubornd Witnejjes, he 
was compel fd to Jpue ftp or renounce the- 
Hijhoprick, r . • \* 

% ■ 

Nor was this ftifficient to fatiate th© 
Malice of his Adverfaries ; but, envying 
the Magnanimity, the Temper and Re- 
fignation, wherewith he fubmitted to a 
Torrent he- was unable to withftand, 
*hey ceafed not to perfecute him, till 
-Age »nd Sorrows put atv End to- his Life. 

So far *d it with this Exemplary 2*r*^ 
fate, under the Scourge of this unexam- 
fled Adminifiration. (q) Adofdhytti* 
&eop$efor his generous and upright Sen- 
timents, (r) he was inferior to none offris 
Cotemporaries in Learning and Know* 

(?) PMcuin£m»ibnun«baloaiiws. Mi. 

tr) U{ favor popullerga Patriciurae^nguefcerrt. 

' , ledge* 



ledge. <c His Fate (continues the above^ 
" mention'd Author) affords a lively 
" Image of the Mifery of the Times be 
livd in; and one may eafily judge 
what Hardjhips and Oppreffions the 
SubjeUs of inferior Note groan d un- 
cc der, when a Man of bis noble Extra- 
cc Bion } eminent for all manner of Vtrr 
" tues 9 a Friend to the King, allied to 
bis Family, and fupporteaby the Fa- 
vour and good fVifhes of < Perjons of the 
firfi Rank of tbe Kingdom, was thus 
cruelly abandon d, by a profligate Mi- 
ni fier, to tbe Infults and Terfecutim 
of bis Enemies. {/) , 
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But Sir Rohcrt was become defperate • 
and the publick Marks of the People $ 
Indignation (which broke out in all Parts 
of the Kingdom, upon his notorious At* 
tempts to extend and perpetuate his Ty- 
ranny) exafpergted him to fuch a De- 
gree, (t) that he fetem'd determined to 
involve the King and Country in his 
Ruin, fince he found it inconfiftent with 
his Safety to refign his Power. («) But 
Providence, and the Vigilance of hi$ 

(/) Bach./. 231. 

(/) Qui, qaod omnibus jure fe invifum intcllfgit, omne* 
odcrit. Ibid. 233. 

(*) Lind. 76. NM eminent aut excelfum fupwefle 
vult. Bach. /&</. 

Oppo- 
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Oppofers, difappoiqted, in fonje measure* 
his wicked Purpofes ; and the Acceffiorioi 
the Lord High Chancellor to their Party, 
did greatly contribute to facilitate thei* 
Succels. His Abilities, Judgment* Pru- 
dence, Refolution and Integrity, had 
acquired him univerfal Efteem. and' he 
was dmoft adored by thofe or his Pro- 
feflion (x). "Whilft he adhered to the 
Court, his Reputation gave Credit to 
their Counfels ; ( y) but finding it in vain 
to oppofe, in private, the pernicious 
Schemes that were purfu'd; and that 
what he recommended or advifed, was 
but little regarded, he entered into Con* 
cert with thofe who were united in De* 
fence of the Conftitution, and laboured 
to preferve the King, by feparating hi* 
Caufe from the Minifters* (z) 

How he came to be continued in his 
Office, at a Time* when differing with 
the Minifter in the raoft trivial Points, 
was attended with immediate Difgrace, 
is not mentioned in Hiftory; but it is 
certain, he was one of the Seleft Com- 
mittee, who concerted the Method of 
feizing him at Lauder, and, as Lord 
Chancellor, affifted at his Tryal. (a) 

(x) Crawford Vit. L. Evendal. (y) hid. 

{z) Lind.76. and 77. ' {a) Ibid. 77. 

E Be* 
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Befules, it appears by his remarkable- 
Speech to the Duke of Albany^ after, 
the King's Retreat to the Caftle of Edin- 
lurgb) that he had been of the Number 
©f the Patriots, long before that Events 
and had loudly difapprov d his Majefty's 
Choice, both with regard to< Men and 
Meafures. (p) 

But, to counterbalance the growing 
Power of the Country Party, and ward 
againft the Vengeance wherewith their 
Increafe daily threatend him $ no Me- 
thods were left unpra&is'd by the Mini- 
iier, to ftrengthen the King's Hands* as 
well as to fill his Coffers. Some Inftaiv 
ces of his Ingenuity, in forming Projefts 
to plunder his Fellow Subjects, we have 
already feen $ but as the Funds for Cor- 
ruption were not very extenfive in thefe 
Days, and the Government could not be 
carried on without Parliaments, he con- 
trived a frugal Expedient to render thefe 
Parliaments dependent on the Crown, 
and fecure to himfelf a certain Majority 
of Voices. For this Purpole, we are 
told by a learned Antiquary, (c) a fufS- 
cient Number of. Men, of low Rank, 



(*) Sec bis Speech Lmd. 8i. 
C*). Crawford, 



and 



and particularly of the inferior Clergy; 
were in this Reign brought into Parlia- 
ment, who had no other Right to fit 
and vote there, but being calf d by the. 
King's Writ. How this fecur'd a Majo- 
rity for the Court, is obvious ; but Two 
Things are -neceffary to be explained — - 
That the Lords and Commons made but 
one Houfe, and that Perfons fo call'd by 
Writ had no Title to fit in fubfequent 
Parliaments. But as this Power had 
ciever been praftifed in former Reigns, 
and was foon put a Stop to, it was, 
doubtlefs, an unwarrantable Stretch of 
the Prerogative; more dangerous than 
the Abufe of creating a Number of 
Peers for a Job* but much >of the fame 
Nature, 

This unprecedented Method of raifing 
the Power of the Crown, of which the 
Scots were always extreamly jealous ; 
this infallible way of reducing Parlia- 
ments to an abfolute Dependency, by 
over-powering its ancient Conftituents, 
with a corrupt Crew, who were gap- 
ing for fmall Preferments, had an 
E#e& quite different from what the 
Minifter propofed. It renderd, in- 
deed, all Endeavours of bringing him 
to Juftice, in the ufual Forms, impracti- 
cable i but as it fruftrated the very In- 

E >. tent 
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tent of Parliaments, as it made the Oon- 
ftitutioa fubfervient to the Evils it was 
calculated to prevent, it united in a 
clofer Concert againft <him, all who 
breath'd the Sentiments of Liberty, and 
envigorated their Refolutions of pulling 
down a Man whofc conftant Bufinefs it 
was to forge new Fetters for his Coun- 
try; {d} £o that the only Adherents ho 
had left, were a Medley of pufillani- 
tnous or neceflttous Slaves, . who, when * 
his Day came, had not the Soul to fhew 
their Face in his Defence, (e) 

Thefe Inconveniencies , this obvious 
Hazard, one would think he could hot 
be to blind as not to forefee j but "it is 
poffible, at the fame time, to imagine, 
that his Crimes laid him under a Necef- 
fity of "forming defperate Defigns, how- 
ever wretched hisConfcience might make 
\x\m Hi ,the Execution of them. This 
appears plainly to have been Sir Roberts 
Cafe. 

But whilft the Stings of a guilty Confcn 
^ncepurfu^dhiin, and filled his Imaginati- 
on with the Horrors of the PUnifltfnent he 
dekrvd; while foreboding Apprehenfions 

(</) Bach 233. Hume 223. 

it) BnQh. 234.. 

of 
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pf hw^pprpaxihing Fate interrupted His 
Slumbers, and the Day wasfpent in blockr 
ingup his Mafter a andwatching, again ft the 
Approaches of i Truth, his Royal Ear ; 
whilft he ft rove to delude hinplelf, and 
divert his gloomy Thoughts with mifta- 
ken Proofs of imaginary Security, and 
vainly fancied he ftruck Terrpr into 
other?, by repeating injudicious Inftahces 
of his abfolute and irrefiftibl^ Power at 
Court; whilft the Minifters Head, I fay, 
was thus diftradted, the Interefts of his 
Matter, with regard tp foreign Powers, 
lay totally neglected ; or, like the do- 
meftick Affairs, were facrificed to his 
private Views, which now center d whol- 
ly in his own Prefei^vation, (/) But the 
many curioiis and unforeseen Circum- 
ftances that occurred, in relation to the 
Situation at Home, and feem'd worthy 
of Notice, has already fwell'd this Pa- 
per to fuch a Bulk, that, like the Mirii- 
fter, I (hall pafs (lightly over the foreign 
Concerns. 

Notwithftanding the Troubles in the 
Beginning of King James 11*5 Reign, by 
his prudent and manly Condud, and 
keepiag Faith religioufly with his Allies* 
Jie brQught his Kingdom to be refpe&ed 

{ f) Bach. 232. LincJ. 77, 78. Hume 223. 

abroad,' 
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abroad, and his Friendship was courted 
by foreign Powers, 

A ftrong Proof of this we fee in that 
remarkable Speech (g) of Edward IVs 
Ambaffadors, entreating his Afliftance 
and Support : And thefe Regards were 
rather encreas'd than diminifh'd, during 
the Administration of Archbifhop Kcn- 
nedy y and the Soyds in James Ill's Mi- 
nority, {h) But, under Sir Roberts Ad- 
miniftration, partly thro 1 Folly, and a 
heaftly Ignorance ojF every thing that 
related to thefe Matters, and partly by 
his Perfidy, in not fulfilling his Engage- 
ments with foreign Princes, (#) the Nati- 
on came to be held in the utmoft Con- 
tempt abroad; and when the King's 
Diftreffes fell upon him, however he 
might flatter himfelf before, he felt, 
when it was too late, that he had not 
one Ally left, (k) Of thefe I fliall give 
but a few Inftances, but they are ftrong, 

Lewis XI. was about this Time, fays 
Spoifwood* upon the Point of. difTolving 

,{g) Lind. p. 59. 

(b) Lcgati Anglorum auditi petentibus inducia in anno? 
15 datse. Buch. 224. 

(i) Edward &nd his Council refufed to affift the King, -be- 
caufejthey had often, without Succefa, required the Suc- 
cours Ilipulated by the Treaty of 1464 and 1472. Lind. 80. 
Buch. 232. Rhymer ad annos fuprad. 

(i) $uch- 238. 

the 
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the ancient League with Scotland. And 
furely it muft have been a mafterly Blun- 
der in a Scotch Minifies or a fovereigi* 
Contempt of his Admin ift ration 5 t bat could 
provoke a French King to think of, re- 
nouncing an Alliance, in all Ages, of fuch 
fignal Ufe tohi$ Predeceflbrs. The Mini- 
ver had, at the fame time, a&ed fo foolifli- 
ly, or falfly, or both* with Edward IV; 
that, by Advice of his Council, he deter* 
mm d to break off the Match between his 
Daughter and the Prince of Scotland* 
tho* Matters had gone fo far r that Part 
of her Portion was actually paid* But 
fuch were the Difpofitions in Scotland 
toward the Adminiftration, and fo obfti- 
nately did the King perfift in fupporting^ 
this obnoxious Minifter, that it was ap- 
prehended in England* fays %ucbannan> 
That James and bis Tofterity would 
<c be drove out of the Kingdom 5 (I) and 
fo indeed, in all Probability > it would 
have happen d, had not his Son, after- 
wards James IV. taken the Meafure he 
did inputting himfelf fo feafonably at 
the Head of the Country Party, (m) 

(/) Edwardus de concilii fententia, fenfuit que de nup- 
tiis partus erat, irrita fieri, magis e re Anglica efle : quod; 
in tantis inteflinis diflidm, mctuerct ne Jacobi pofteritas reg- 
no pelleretur. 

. fa) Hume 2.29. Buch. 23,8. Lind.88* 

Yet, 
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Yet$ in order to amufe the Worlcl 
While he Work'd his own dirty Jobs, Trea* 
ties and Negotiations were much ' in 
Vogue in Sir Robert's Day*. Such was> 
Iris famous Treaty of 1474 for Matches' 
and mutual Guarantees of Succeflion*' 
introduced with the pompous Preamble,* 
CQ (fprtmefingtbeWealthyTeace^Hmour 
cc and Intcrep of this noble Ifle^ but con- 
cluded, as the Event plainly fhews, with? 
the upright Intention of Tricking*' 
Edward into Compliance with the Exe- 
cution of fomc of his pernicious or ridicu- 
lous Projc&s ; for he never executed one- 
Article of this Treaty, tho* the Succours 
ftipulated were often required, and ftre-f 
riuoufly infilled upon, (n) 

- Such were his fruitlefs Emba&es an<t 
Commilfions to put a Stop to the Cla- 
mourd of the Merchants who, in Time of 
Peace, had fuffered immcrife Lofles by 
the Depredations of the Inhabitants of 
the Low Countt ies (0). But had he meant 
honeftly, which 'tis much doubted he ever 
did, is it to be imagin'd, that Negotia- 
tions ftiould prove fijccefsful, fupporteci 
by fo impotent an Adminiftration, and 
conduced by fuch Heads* 

(») Lltid.p. 80. Foedera Ang. Tom. II. p. $24. 

(0) Eod. Anno Legati ad fedendas mercatorum 

oaerfilas miffi rebus infe&is rcverfi. 

The 
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The Sain Inftrument he nkde Ufe o£ 
tn thefe Tranfa^ionsy was one Roger, a 
low dirty Fellow, whofe chief Talent 
confiftedin Lyiftg andBuffoonry (p). His. 
ftrft Appearance in the World wa! in the 
Retinue of an ArhbafTador^a^d by his 
Impudence, his finging lewd (q) Songs> 
ana an awkard Drollery, he thruft hirh- 
feif in among his Betters, and bulled 
into Court at fo lucky a Seafbn, that he 
rofe to great Honours, and is reprefented 
as tl^e fecOnd Peffon of this glorious Mi- 
niftry (r )* Whether or no he was any. 
ways related to Sir Robert, I have not 
been able to difcover, but as they lived 
in great Intimacy, in their Fate they 
were Brothers, for they were both hang d 
over the fame bridge. 

tong were the neceflkry Effeas> the 
inevitable Confequences of the Meafures 
of thefe two extraordinary Minifters fore-. 

to) Rogerus Anglus Cantor, qui cam regis Anglise Iega- 
tis in Scotiam ingreflas, peftquara feroel & iterum Regi au~ 
ditus pkcoit, ab co retento*, tc divitiis aadas, bre? i ia 
e^peftrpm ordtnem eftafcriptos— — 

E cofctemptiffimo genere hominiim foL audi, & improb. 
commend. Bach. 23.1. 

(f ) Itogtr* an Intioet taLewdntfa* tiutne %%%, 
v (r) On theft two he repoaMtfct Barton of hk Afiairs. 
Hume J**V. 

V feen ; 
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feen ; often were they foretold that the 
fejwtes* the Adopts, t^ieir Conduct 
had drawn from all Qwrters of the? 
&ingdpm, were only the F<njewa»er# ©|" 
greater Evils * that *s Tfaade, JMches* 
and the Authority infepata^ from, .$ 
fourifhing Nation^ were, -afeqpirift bi 
Force, they mu$ be roaiofoun'd a&4 det 
fended: Hut, till an Invafion was afturr 
ally attempted, their fiaytih Advocate* 
impudently aflerted, that it wa$ politick 
%o wink at trifling Disgraces, astheg 
term'd them, and that the artfid >^go- 
tiatio&s, the foperior Ahihtie* of tha 
unprecedented Minifters, wojuld extricate- 
the Nation from the Dangers that threat 
tea d it, vith lefs Expenoe, and greater 
Safety, . than the; Hazard whw&with vip* 
lent Meafures is cooftatitly attended (s% 

. Jhit thefe were i^ere Pretenses, Tfbe 
real Gapfe of the Minijftej:^ B^aWawMeft. 
to. engage in a War was, that he faw hi* 
own Ruin iofeparable from it (;)» 

He could not expeft cheacful Supplier 
from a People Whole Deftni&iofl he had 
proje&ed, and gone far towards accom- 
plilhing; He had fufier'd the Merchants* 

(f) Lind. 76. 
[t\ Bach, zjz. 

witli 



xKixk Impunity , to be plundered/ he foil 
plotted the Difgrace of all the gfceat 
jSten, and ja .depreflfing them confided 
his Safety^ liow could he hope for Sup- 
port op Continuance from either? And 
fo thoroughly wfts he in the End defer* 
ted, thati however they might rub on m 
peaceable Times, he iftd not Men to 
Cerve under hiia, who were equal to the 
I>ifpatch of common Btlfine&, in' cafe of 
« War; Mays farther, there was not a* 
Man in the Kingdom to wftom his jealout 
Ea$e (even befpre his Situation became 
fo^ickhfh) would venture to «a trait the 
Command of an Army. 

. He faw hq was undone if the King. 
v^eat abroad without him, and he felt, at 
jLauder* t&e fatal Efle&s of attending 
Siim in his Expedition. " Tbcfe Uf»ftarts y 
*' in fine*, Cays IBucbanan, ttxfo had 
** rats' d tbomfohos upon the Ruins (f 
".all that was Great, and refptUed in 
<c the Kingdom^ mho* from Beggars had 
^ enrich a themfefaes by the Loffes and 
* Calamities tfTbtmfands of their Fd- 
V faa-Cititzent 3 wbofe Gondu&i m a 
** Word, and weak Connfels^ bad occa- 
fJSon y d the War> dreaded nothing fo 

F 2 * much 



•** much as bringing an Army into the 
* c Field (u). And rather than expofe- 
their Perfons and Eftates to thefe evident 
Hazards, they refolv'd to behold, with 
.Tranquillity, the Execution o£ Schemes 
which evidently tended towards dethro- 
ning the King, and the Run of the 
Country* 

For Men who bragg'd fo much of their 
* c Dexterity in getting into the Cabinet r 
* c ofPrinces* could not be ignorant of 
the Duke of Albany's Solicitations in 
France? and his Intrigues at the Gourt of 
England* and that Edward, led by 
Intereft and Inclination (x) had long 
•waited k proper Opportnrfity, and was, 
then, a&ually making Preparations to 
/end him home with a powerful Army, 
in order to place him on the Throne, 
Yet no Steps were taken to defeat thefe 
Intrigues, no Meafurer entered into to 
create a Diverfion, nor a ferious Thought 
of putting the Nation in a Pofture of De- 
fence, till the Enemy was in the Country? 
Nay, fome Paffages of thefe Times give 
Ground to iufpeft that,' by his Agerits 

(«) Homines enim nuper egeni, 1c qui ex alioram cab* 
aiitatibus creverant, Regiqae impotenridm concilrowim 

jm&ores fucrant, metoebanr, fcil. Bcllum Inviti eze^ 

fitum indwcunt, Buch. 232. . 

Loath were thefe new M«n terthe Work. Hume 223. 

\fi) Fad. Aug. Tm. is./.* 56. 160. 161. 
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A&road, the Minifter intended to make 
-Terms with the Duke; and, in Hopes to 
fcreen himfelf from Juftice, by the Intereft 
of (b confiderablea Party, that he was re- 
refolyedto be himfelf the Inftrument of 
dethroning his Matter (y): But fuch a 
Scheme required an abler Head than his 
to carry it into Execution j and, if it was 
his Intention, the Fatt is, that he bun- 
gled it, as he did moft other Things. 

But. whatever Motives the Minifter 
was guided by, the Patriots were hot 
wanting- in their Duty j and notwith- 
standing the many fruitlefs Remonftran- 
ces they had already- made, they refolv- 
ed, now, to. make a laft Effort. <( . To 
** that End, they deputed a wife Man* 
" (orlindiay writes) to reprefeni to the 
<c King the fatal Gonfequences of the 
u Qifcoritents that daily encreasd 
<e throughout the Kingdom, and the im- 
* c minent 'Danger to which bis Majeftf 
■" esepofed himfelf by entrufting the 
*' Jaminiftration of his Jffdirs^ and the 
* c • ^Defence of the Nation, to Terfons who 
** bad nothing in View but their parti- 
" cular Profits. To conjure his Majefty 
<c to lay aftde all Jealoufy and Sufpicion 
f ( of their Loyalty and Zeal, and to 

(j>) |aeh. 234. Hume 227. 

" affure 
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. faithful Gumffft* be teoAM pm&fy 
** regain the jjjfeftkms if bis 'People* 
* c andreftore kif Kingekin to the fame 
" fhurijhto& Condition tifaretn bis 
£ Royal Father ieftiu :...■>. 

"But, if contrary to tbekr tarntft 
« e Wijhes for Hi* Majejljs Safety andH* 

* na*r, He fitth perfiSed #fe fufferima 

* himf elf to be deluded by tbefe perverje 

* And feiflb Grtmfetlors: 4.bey hnihbly 

* begged Leave tvproteft that the? jhouid 
-* be beid%uUtlefs tf the Mifgpmrnment 

* of the Rialm* before God and Man t 

* and whatever . Mifcbiefs might enfue 
f niuft lie at his Majefifs ©wr." (*) 

This zealous Prbteft or Remc«ftraac6 
of the Patriots ineenfed, but did nd£ 
convince the King. The Sufaftance of 
JifcAhftoer was, That helik'd thofe he 
impld/d, and would not u turn a Man 
" forth of bis Company for their 2>Ie4- 
( * fitre" And feeing that fcrtherEfli 
deaveurs Of that Nature were to no 
Ptrrpofe, they determmd to watt a pro- 
pter Seafof* of attempting a Remedy, 
mote effe&ual. 

(z) Lindfay 76. - 
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Tte*& wfrUe&e Mtoifte? WRt wR:^ 
jfc#«*g, M0gQ»atiBg, Beefing, Trej®* 
feftng, StoflepJHg, JPiiwsg *ftd Cm 
fHptiag i- and the wivf^ied Jtabriftts&e? 
wenfratittg, Cowputipg, Ofjpo&ig, Pro* 
^eftingaad W^tcWngj the Opportunity 
Jtatg la&'d for at kft ojfetfd, aja4 ttag 
were top quick-fighted t« teft it efeape 
fchem> 

Tfceir ^wghboBf * incited fey their «£ 
te&jne E^fcwd, U) th? uuiverfal Difcoo* 
tent, and the WsaJwefc of the Adwini* 
ftration, judg'd it a proper Jun&ure to- 
^adethen^a^ all Things were ready, 
for the Eseejrtion, before tfee ComtieW 
wpuld ftcju»e.w]edge tfeeee was any fuoh 
Be£gn* 

3oi^;CoJimi»esth^M^Hft»r had, witj* 
iis u£a*l tender Regaed for the Publicl* 
W: ©Hare, afaeady foisr'd to bejai4 wafts 
VytteJjtaeniyj (*} but Treaties, Negor 
Rations and Congress were becsogae, 
Xh«eadih«re Tales j evenii^r t?L*&'4i 
to mention thera, and their Store of pa- 

(a) Alexandra—— Magna anxilia con?entnra f & nobi- 
ikatcm cam rage difcordcm (urn fere, Anglos pollictbatar. 
ftach. 2)4. 

(b) Quamquam res Scotise, vafatls aliquot regionibav 
pejore m loco erat,. tamcn - ' ■... i nviti. Bach. 232. 
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cifick Expedients was now quite exhauA' 
ed. So that Self-defence, the Cries of 
the Opprefs'd, (c) and the Tumults of. 
the People, compelled them at laft to 
take the Field, and the King with his 
Cabinet-Council, at the Head of 50000; 
Men, advanced toward the Enemy. (</) 
As their confummate Wifidom had 
brought the Nation into thefe Difficul- 
ties, they were judg'd, no doubt, the 
ableft, the mod proper Heads to extri- 
cate it, and with them alone,' did the 
King continue to confult even with Re- 
gard to his warlike Operations (*). 

This Conduct, if it did not quicken 
the Refentraent of the Patriots, itferv'd* 
at leaft, to juftify their Proceedings to 
the Multitude, and facilitate their Sue* 
cefsj and as they perceived thefe favour- 
able Difpofitions, they refolved to im- 
prove them in as quiet and regular a 
Manner as the Nature of their Defign 
would permit (/). For this purpole, 
after the fecond Day's March, they 
appointed the Earls of Angus and Jrgyh 3 

(e) Lind.77. 

(</) Hume 223. 

(*) Rex nihil de faperionua tenponun ratkme omht** 
bat, nobilitate enim difiifus omnia per domefticum concjlij* 
nm tranfigebat. Such: 23 a; .- ; r __ 

(f)Vach.IM. Hume J*//. < 

the 



theChancci\or3venda^ and forrie others'; 
of the moft confiderable of the Party,* 
to confult what was proper to be done, 
afid prepare Matters for a general Meet- 
ing, which was, accordingly, held at' 
,Three next Morning, in the Church of 
'Lauder, (g) 

I ihall not trouble the Reader witti 
a Trapflation of the Earl of Angus % 
Speech ; (b) it contains a Recapitulation 
of the Grievances already mentioned* 
He laid before them, in moving Terms, 
the State of the Nation, and in parti- 
cular, the unhappy Circumftances of the 
Nobility, the chief of them being thruft 
into Diferace, and their Country de- 
priv f d of their Services, becaufe they 
difdain d to concur in dirty Jobbs, and 
aft contrary to Conviftion and Confci- 
ence. (#) He lamented the Condition 
of the King, a Prince of infinite Worth, 
and fuch Qualities, as would rendop his 
Kingdom perfe&ly happy, were he not 
intangFd in the Snares of the Miniftet, 
jviio hel4 him in a fort of Captivity, 
even in the Sight of his Enemies Camp. 
* What Arti> continued he, has not this 

(g) Iiud. 77. Home 224. 
T W Bach. 231. 

{i) Prhicipei Mbbilitatii, in exiiiutb putt, ant p*ti into* 
tunda, gut jufcm hetrc ctguatur. 
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" Man put InTrattice, to fttin a*J op> 
& pre fs you? 4*4 does not bis Guilt lap 
is him wider the Neceffity tf per fevering 
{ c in them ? He knew* be is with Jmjlic* 
' c detefied of all Men, < and istberejvra 

* become a ptiblic^ Enemy. He is o$nf- 
" fcious of bis own Want of Merit, and 
* c will fijfer none that has Tarts or Vir- 
* e tue to approach fbettrme. "Whojoe- 
? yer Inn Riches to fatiate bis Atamce\ 
f c or Tower to. eppofe bis x periiiciws 
V Schemes* bim be ranks among tbe 

* Number qf bis Enemies $ and in ibefe 
i\. per pies? d Circitpiftdtieesar* we by bit 
fJ •means iwMd in ajfcrsig* War* %** 

* which are to he eftetnidthe mofi dan* 
"Sgerous Enemies, tbefe who arfo ym 
*f againfi their, Hafiilities by aj>Mdt 
« l Declaration tf '.War, or the Traders, 
" who* within yowWalts, lay in'JmbuJfo 
" tofurprize ariddefiroy you? Wboalie- 
I s noting His Majefifs 4fF&ie*s from 
".Jits real Friends, . betray .Jeimfe bis 
? Enemies* and Jew* ymdepffodef a 
** Leader, expos d. to continual' Marms* 
" ff you are overcome, thm^byoumay 
." efcape 'Death, ' Slavery' and Shame 
" (®Qrfetban:atlH4ifa>id c Dtatbs!)fnuJi 
" be your Tortion j andjhould we have 

the good Fortune to cmquer 9 fhallwe 



« 
cc 



« 



thereby :acamre Honour to the King; 
wfa is already detairid a Trifoner? 



Shall 
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f Shall we purcbafe the Comforts- tf 
<£ Teacf to Our felves, whofe Ruin the 
*' Minifier . is hourly plotting? Shall wt 
<c prefervt the Uberties of our Country^ 
Kc which be is perpetually devifing Vro- 
? jeSts. to Inflave ? No !—• — - To per pet u+ 
u ate that Miniflers Tyranny— -To fe* 
f< c»re him Immunity fo$ his paft Crimes* 
<( To increaft the Servitude in which by 
* c his Artifices be holds the King, u t* 
<{ be the Trice <f fa much Noble Stood; 
** #na\ -, inftead if delivering us from 

" Troubles abroad Vtftory % as Mat- 

* c ten now fidnd % willferve only to in- 
c creafe our Miferiet at borne* My 
t( Opinion therefore is, in a Word—~ 
" That we ought tofhake iff our dome* 
<c flick Fetters, and rid our fehes of in- 
** tefiine Foes., befof-e we engage with a 
Foreign Enemy. If you aft otberwife, 
you muff become Slaves to the Luft and 
Ambition of a few j you will firength* 
u en the Hands of your mofi dangerous 
5 Enemy, ^dnd thefdhy became' Trapors 
'* to your King and your Country. 
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. <c What : yok determine I pray God 
* to^profper: 

The Earl of Angus r % Speech had ail 
•tike Effefls he could have wifli'd j and 
siothing was to be hoard in the Churth 
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but a confusM Koife of Trapfors ! Jut 
ftice ! pubiick Enemies I (k) This the 
Lord Gray interrupted with the Fable 
of the Mice, (/) who having met to con- 
fult about the Methods to prevent their 
being furpriz'd by the Cat, refolvd, that 
tying a Bell about her Neck would in- 
fallibly anfwer that End ; but when it 
came to the Execution, they were all 
filent, and none of them feem'd fond of 
the Office. The Earl underftood his 
Meaning, and boldly repiy'd, c< IwilWefl 
" the Cat j and what you refoheuponjhall 
?c not lack Execution (tn). Upon which,' 
it was unanimoufly agreed, that the Mi- 
nifter and his Accomplices ihould be 
forthwith feiz'd, and brought to Judg- 
ment* And that their Refolution might 
be executed with the greateT Decency, 
a few Lords only, with a fufficient Num~ 
ber of their Friends, were deputed to 
Court for that Purpofe.ffl) ^ 

In their way to the King's Tent, the^ 
met Sir Robert , who, with a numerous 
Attendance came to enquire the Reafon 
of their affembling at fo unufual an 
Hour j (o) but, by their Behaviour, his 

(i) Males m&le perdendo*. 
(!) Hume 225. {m) Ibid. 
(») Home ibid. Bach. 223. *- 

. fc} tyirpe $24* luch. 234. 
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^Followers feem'd to have been better 
Flatterers than Fighters j fitter for a 
lievee than a Camp. For, when the 
Earl of Angus deliver'd him Prifoner to 
one of his Servants, and, pulling the 
Collar from about his Neck, told him, 
" He would take Care to frovide him 
" in one that would become fuch a Fel- 
" low better" the Levee difpers'd in the 
ufual manner, without prefuining to give 
the leaft Difturbance. 

As foon as his Creatures and Accom- 
plices were aprehended, he was Try'd in 
the ufual Form, without Tumult, Mob, 
or Diforder j and, purfuant to his Sen- 
tence, he was, to the inexpreffible Joy 
of all that were prefent, hahg'd over 
the Bridge in a Hair Tether. (/>) This, : 
it feems, was made choice of, to check 
his ill-tiin d Magnificence, in begging to 
be tuck'd up in a filken String, of which 
he offer d to provide them. 

How many of his Affociates fuffer d 
at the lame Time, is uncertain •> no bo- 
dy is nam'd but poor Roger : But, by the 
Hiftorian's Account, the Number muft 
have been considerable j for it is faid,' 
" That none of thefe wicked Counfellors, 

(/) Liod. 78. Above the reft of his Complices. Lind. 79. 
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* bis Accomplices , efcaped, except # 
<c StripUng of a good Family^ who, t* 
^c fave his Life, got up behind the Kings 
f c Chaife, (q) and at his Majeftys J&- 
t c fire was forgiven" What Station Iiq 
was in feems very doubtful $ for the fame 
Writers call him fometimes u A Coun- 

felloYj fometimes one qf the Hinifiers 
Cabals always one of theguilty^ and 
fometimes a TageT (r) This, indeed, 
may be owing to a Smock Face, to his 
Youth, or poflibly to his getting up be- 
hind the King ; but, by ail I have been 
able to gather from the beft Accounts, 
fie was fomething Amphibious^ between 
a Page and a Trivy-Comfellou 

cc thus* fays a judicious Writer, (s) 
<c they did remove thefe Men> whom the 

* Good of the Kingi of the Nobility > 
<c and ef the whole Country y requird 
* c necejfarily to be removd from their 
" Trince. Tpt it was done with as 

great Refpedt to himfelf as it could 
* be in fnch a Cafa whero Matters 
were to proceed contrary to bis MitujL 
they offer his T } erfon no Violence \ theyi 
do not misbehave themfehes in Words* 
? they are careful it be not done in a 






(f) Lind. ibid. 

\r) Hume 222. Buch. 234. Lind. ibid* 

(s) Hume zz&. 

t$tmul~ 



cc 



\ 



( jy ) 

iuntuhous Way ? and therefpre come 
*• accompanied with the [mailer Num~ 
cc bef. They grant his T)efire, when he 
cc inter ceded for one of the Guilty $ 
cc which Jhews bow willing they would 
have been to ham granted the reft 
alfoy if it could have been done with 
Safety. A very remarkable and rare 
Inftance of Carefulnefs of the Common- 
wealthy join d with all Modefty y Love 
and Duty towards their King. Their 
behaviour was juft fuch as Lawyers 
<c prefcribe in fuch Cafes \ who account- 
cc ting the Terfon of the Prince facred^ 
and not to be touched on any Account y 
do allow that their wicked Counfellore 
and Jbufers fhould be taken Order 
^ withy where the Good of the Country 
c inforcetb it. 



ERRATA- 

PAGE 42. in fome Copies, add, after acquired h 
% Force, by Forte tbey muft, 8cc P. 48. for Ha&cU 

read Heads. 

Fag. 53. for Chaifc rtad Horfc 
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